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About the Author
Frantisek Kupka (1871-1957) began his artistic career at the Academy of Fine Arts in Prague, where he
learned an academic style. Later on, in Vienna, he began to take an interest in Symbolism and allegorical art.
After moving to Paris in 1896, Kupka worked as a press and advertising illustrator while at the same time
making contact with the early avant-garde movements such as Fauvism and Cubism, though maintaining his
independence and his own personal language. His interest in Futurist writings meant that around 1910 his
work started to become increasingly abstract, with the idea of reflecting movement and studying the effects
of colour and the relationship between music and painting. This led to the publication of the book La
Creation dans les arts plastiques in 1913. Despite his links to the "isms" of the period, Kupka always felt
himself to be a lone experimenter.
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